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INTRODUCTION

As announced by Governor Murphy in June 2021, school districts must plan to provide full-day,
full-time, in-person instruction and operations for the 2021-2022 school year. The New Jersey
Department of Education (NJDOE) and New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) worked
collaboratively to develop guidance, titled "The Road Forward" to assist school districts in
operationalizing that goal. The NJDOE guidance provided includes a wide range of strategies that
school districts should consider implementing to reduce risks to students and staff from COVID-19 while
still allowing for fulltime in-person learning.

It is extremely important to understand that the absence of one or more of the strategies
outlined in the NJDOE guidance does not preclude the reopening of a school facility for full-day
in-person operation with all enrolled students and staff present. While our district is committed to
the resumption of a normal school year, we will continue to monitor the COVID-19 activity data and will
be guided by recommendations from the NJDOE and the Gloucester County Health Department
(GCHD) to ensure that we maintain a safe and healthy school community.

This document was developed as general guidance that will assist our students, staff, and
parents/guardians in preparing for the return to full time schooling in the fall. All of the strategies
listed below will be in place when school begins in September, but are subject to change. School
specific information, including bell schedules, classroom assignments, teacher information, etc. will be
provided to parents via the annual summer mailing which is scheduled for late August.
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GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

I. Vaccinations
As a point of reference, not all school-aged children are currently eligible to be vaccinated.  In
fact, the Township of Franklin Public School District provides educational services for students in
grades Pre-K through Six.  Given the current age restrictions, we do not have any students that
are eligible for the vaccination program. However, based on survey data obtained in the
spring, approximately 75% of our staff members have been fully vaccinated. As a district,
we will continue to provide the community with vaccination information as it becomes available.

II. Communication
Our district is committed to maintaining open lines of communication with staff, students,
parents, and community members.  These efforts will keep everyone informed and up to date on
current COVID-19 transmission, prevention, and control measures the district has in place. As
we have done in the past, the district will post the COVID-19 Activity Tracker on the
district website. The building principals and school nurses will follow notification protocols
established by the GCHD when providing notification of a positive COVID case or possible close
contact within their school building.

III. Masks
On August 6, 2021, Gov. Murphy announced that due to the rising COVID-19 cases, all
students and staff in K-12 school settings must wear masks regardless of vaccination
status. The mask mandate will be in place for the start of the 2021-2022 school year.  This
decision is a change from his original message back in June.  However, the NJDOH and the
NJDOE will be monitoring the COVID-19 activity reports closely and have publicly stated that
the mask mandate will be lifted when the COVID-19 activity levels decrease to a manageable
level.  The NJDOH weekly COVID-19 activity report can be found on the NJDOH website.

Parents/guardians should be reminded that while masks will be required in the school buildings
for the coming school year, exceptions will remain unchanged from the 2020-2021 school year,
and include:

● When doing so would inhibit the individual’s health, such as when the individual is
exposed to extreme heat indoors;

● When the individual has trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise
unable to remove a face covering without assistance;

● When a student’s documented medical condition or disability, as reflected in an
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Educational Plan pursuant to Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, precludes use of a face covering;

● When the individual is under two (2) years of age;
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● When an individual is engaged in an activity that cannot be performed while wearing a
mask, such as eating and drinking or playing an instrument that would be obstructed by
the face covering;

● When the individual is engaged in high-intensity aerobic or anaerobic activity;
● When a student is participating in high-intensity physical activities during a physical

education class in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain a physical distance of
six feet from all other individuals; or

● When wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in which to operate
equipment or execute a task.

If your child has a medical condition that prohibits them from wearing a mask, please
provide medical documentation to the building principal and a medical exemption form
will be completed to support your child’s medical needs.  See appendix A.

IV. Mask Breaks
We realize that wearing a mask for a long period of time is challenging for both staff and
students, especially our very young, primary grade students. The teaching staff will have the
flexibility to allow the students “mask breaks” when they deem it necessary.  The
teaching staff members will promote social distancing to the best extent possible whenever
“mask breaks” are given.  Masks will not be required while the students are eating/drinking at
lunch, participating in outdoor recess, and other outdoor activities.

V. Social Distancing
The NJDOE guidance calls for school districts to consider maintaining three feet between
students in classroom settings to the extent possible while offering full-time, in-person learning
to all students.  The guidance document also encourages districts to consider facing classroom
desks in the same direction when possible. Each classroom teacher will be given a copy of the
NJDOE recommendations and will implement them to the extent possible given their classroom
situation and individual teaching style. Outside of the classroom setting (common areas), social
distancing will continue to be promoted to the extent possible.  These common areas include
hallways, foyers, gyms, cafeterias, and media centers.

VI. Desk Dividers
During the 2020-21, the Township of Franklin Public School District employed the use of
individual desk dividers as a means to provide physical barriers between students in hopes to
decrease the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  All of the desk dividers have been collected,
properly cleaned, disinfected, and stored for possible future use. With that, the district will not
require the use of individual desk dividers in the fall. However, the use of the individual
desk dividers will remain as one possible mitigation strategy in the case of increased COVID-19
activity.
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VII. Hand Washing/Hygiene
Maintaining good personal hygiene habits, including washing hands and covering coughs and
sneezes is one of the most important ways to mitigate the spread of germs and viruses. The
district will continue to ensure each classroom will have tissues, hand sanitizers, and
disinfectant wipes for use during the school day. Each school will build hand washing
times into the daily schedules. The frequency and times will vary based on individual
teacher/student schedules.  As recommended, the promotion of proper hand washing and/or
use of hand sanitizer will occur upon arrival at school, before and after lunches/recess, after
using the restrooms, and after blowing nose/sneezes or coughing into tissues.

VIII. Meals
The Township of Franklin Public School District will resume full lunch service provided in
the cafeteria at all three school buildings for the 2021-22 school year. The building
principals will organize student seating in the cafeterias with social distancing to the maximum
extent possible. In efforts to minimize mixing between classroom groups, the students will be
required to sit at tables with their homeroom class.

IX. Transportation/Buses
As previously stated, per Gov. Murphy’s executive order, masks must be worn by all
passengers on the school buses. The bus drivers are encouraged to open windows (even if
just cracked) in efforts to increase the airflow while the students are on the bus.  Just as
occurred last year, the bus seats and other high touch areas will be wiped down in between bus
runs. Social distancing on the buses will be promoted to the best extent possible.  Parents that
provide daily transportation for their children should be reminded of the Board of Education’s
Transportation Waiver Policy.  This policy allows parents to waive transportation services and
allows the district to provide a more efficient transportation service for our students.

X. Bathrooms and Water Fountains
Hallway and classroom bathrooms will remain accessible to students with cleaning and
disinfecting occurring throughout the school day based upon a formalized schedule. A detailed
list of cleaning and disinfecting requirements will be adhered to. In an effort to minimize the
opportunity for the spreading of germs and in consideration of the age of our students,
hallway and classroom water fountains will not be accessible to the students. Hallway
water fountains will be covered. Students will be permitted to have water bottles while in
school and will continue to be able to utilize water bottle refilling stations.
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CLEANING, DISINFECTING, AND VENTILATION

I. Cleaning and Disinfection
The district will continue to adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and
procedures along with any new specific requirements of the Gloucester County or State of New
Jersey Departments of Health as they arise.

The current cleaning and disinfection procedures include set cleaning/disinfection schedules,
targeted areas to be cleaned, and methods and materials used to clean the school premises.
Each school building is equipped with electrostatic sprayers that will be used daily.

Regular cleaning and disinfection will occur every day.  As occurred last year, there will be more
frequent cleaning and disinfection of shared objects, touched surfaces, and high transit areas,
such as restrooms and common areas.

As routine cleaning and disinfecting will be done regularly (at least daily), additional cleaning
measures are not necessary unless the COVID-19 positive person is in school on the day
school officials are notified of the positive test.

II. Limiting Use of Shared Supplies and Equipment
The use of communal supplies will be limited to the best of the district’s ability due to health
concerns.  Each school will provide a list of suggested school supplies necessary for individual
student use for the school year.

III. Airflow and Ventilation

The district will continue to follow the air flow and ventilation procedures outlined in the
2020-2021 Reopening of School Plan. Each building is equipped with mobile air scrubbers that
will be used on an as needed basis.   School buildings are equipped with rooftop HVAC units,
along with classroom unit ventilators and window A/C units that will deliver fresh air into the
buildings. Rooftop exhaust fans are used to exhaust all air.
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SCREENING, EXCLUSION, RESPONSE TO SYMPTOMATIC STUDENTS AND STAFF,
CONTACT TRACING

I. Parental Screening/Keeping Sick Children Home
Parents/caregivers are strongly encouraged to monitor their children for signs of illness every
day as they are the front line for assessing illness in their children.  Parents will be provided with
an explanation of the COVID-19 symptoms that they need to assess for their child each morning
prior to attending school.  Parents/caregivers will be asked to not send their child to school if
they present a COVID-19 symptom.  The district will educate parents/caregivers about the
importance of monitoring symptoms and keeping children home while ill.

The district will provide information to staff, students, and their families about when they should
stay home and when they should return to school. Students and staff should stay home if they
have:

● Tested positive (viral test) for COVID-19
● COVID-19 symptoms and/or awaiting COVID-19 test results
● Potential exposure to COVID-19 or recent close contact with a person infected with

COVID-19.

Parents should not send students to school when sick. For school settings, NJDOH
recommends that students with the following symptoms be promptly isolated from others and
excluded from school:

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR

● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing,
new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder.

Similarly, staff will also be asked to determine if they are presenting any of the following
COVID-19 symptoms prior to arriving to work each day:

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR

● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing,
new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder

Any staff member exhibiting symptoms prior to the start of the school day will be advised to stay
home. Staff members exhibiting symptoms during the school day will report to the nurse's office
for further guidance.

For students or staff with chronic illness, only new symptoms or symptoms worse than baseline
should be used to fulfill symptom-based exclusion criteria.
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II. Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff
Schools will have procedures in place to identify and respond to a student or staff member who
becomes ill with COVID-19 symptoms.

● A designated area or room away from others to isolate individuals who become ill with
COVID-19 or have been deemed a close contact will be identified in each of the district’s
schools.

● Upon isolating individuals who become ill with COVID-19 or have been deemed a close
contact, the designated isolation area will allow for individuals to remain at least six feet
apart from others.  Hygiene supplies will be provided, including additional cloth masks
and facial tissues for those in contact with the individual. School nurses will use
Standard and Transmission-Based Precautions based on the care and tasks required.

● Cleaning and disinfection of the areas where the either individual who became ill with
COVID-19 or an individual that has been deemed a close contact was present within the
school will occur as soon as possible.

III. Response to Illness in the School Setting
Students and staff with COVID-19 symptoms should be separated away from others until they
can be sent home. Students who are deemed sick by the school nurse will be required to wear a
mask until a parent/guardian is able to pick the student up from school.  If a mask is not
tolerated by the ill student or staff member, other staff members involved with the sick individual
should be masked and follow maximum physical distancing guidelines (at least 6 feet away).

● The school nurse or designated staff member will attempt to identify the ill student or
staff member if they had potential exposure to COVID-19 in the past 14 days meeting
the definition of a close contact.

● Individuals should be sent home and referred to a healthcare provider. Persons with
COVID-19- compatible symptoms should undergo COVID-19 testing.

● If community transmission is low, ill individuals without potential exposure to COVID-19
should  follow the NJDOH School Exclusion List. No public health notification is needed
UNLESS there is an unusual increase in the number of persons who are ill (over normal
levels), which might indicate an outbreak.

● If ill students have potential COVID-19 exposure OR if community transmission is
moderate or high, they should be excluded according to the COVID-19 Exclusion
Criteria.

● The school nurse or other designated staff member will notify the Gloucester County
Health Department as specified by the guidance documents provided by their office / NJ
Department of Health.  Schools should notify LHDs when students or staff are ill and
have potential COVID-19 exposure, are ill when COVID-19 risk level is high (orange), or
when they see an increase in the number of persons with compatible symptoms.
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IV. Contact Tracing
During the 2021-22 school year, districts are still required to conduct contact tracing to
identify students and staff that may have been in close contact with a possible COVID-19
case.  Contact tracing is a strategy used to determine the source of an infection and how it is
spreading. Finding people who are close contacts of a person who has tested positive for
COVID-19, and therefore at higher risk of becoming infected themselves, can help prevent
further spread of the virus.

Contact tracing procedures will adhere to applicable federal and state law and regulations
regarding privacy and the confidentiality of records at the time of being drafted.  It is understood
that revisions may be necessary to accommodate modifications and new governmental laws
along with feedback from the Gloucester County Department of Health.

V. Close Contacts
Per the CDC, close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone with suspected
or known COVID-19 for a cumulative total of 15 or more minutes during a 24-hour period.
The school nurse or designated staff members at each respective school will endeavor to
identify any close contacts with each known case of COVID-19 within the school setting.  In
certain situations, it may be difficult to determine whether individuals have met this criterion and
an entire cohort, classroom, or other group may need to be considered exposed.  The district
reserves the right to temporarily transition students to remote instruction if they have been
identified as a close contact.

In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the CDC and the NJDOH close contact definition
excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student
(laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) if both the infected student and
the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.

VI. Exclusion Timetables
The district will use the COVID-19 Exclusion Table as described in NJDOH guidance for the
local health department to determine the need for and duration of school exclusion based on the
level of COVID-19 community transmission in their region.  As a district, we realize that
exclusion from school causes a major disruption in daily routines, however we ask for your
patience and understanding as we are following guidelines determined to help keep your child
safe.

Page 9 of 14

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/covid2019_schools.shtml


SCHOOL DAY/INSTRUCTION

I. School Day/Times
The Township of Franklin Public School District will resume full day sessions for the
2021-22 school year. However, the use of single session days will remain as one possible
mitigation strategy in the case of increased COVID-19 activity.

Janvier School: 9:12 AM - 3:57 PM
Main Road School: 8:12 AM - 3:02 PM
Reutter School: 7:15 AM - 2:10 PM

II. Virtual Instruction
Our school district may be confronted with the incidence of COVID-19 positive cases amongst
staff and/or students that require exclusion of a student, group of students, class, or multiple
classes.  While the school itself will remain open for in-person instruction, we will offer virtual or
remote instruction to those students impacted with COVID-19 situations (positive cases and/or
the need to quarantine).  Parents will be required to communicate with their child’s teachers and
the school in the event that they are unable to attend school due to COVID-19 illness.

III. Student Attendance

School district policies for attendance and instructional time exist and can be found on the
district website.  Teachers will take attendance via Realtime for students that are attending
school in-person. If a child is in medical quarantine the virtual student attendance will be based
on Google Meet check-ins to be completed by the end of the school day and recorded in
Realtime. As long as the student participates in the Google Meet check-ins and/or live stream,
the student will be marked as present for that particular school day.

IV. Related Arts/Specials
Related Arts classes (P.E., Art. Computers, Music, etc.) will resume in-person learning and
follow the schedules developed by the school principals. Related Arts teachers will follow the
same classroom guidance for safety as other classroom teachers. Masks will not be required
to be worn during outdoor P.E. class.

V. Recess/Playground
The required 30-minute recess will occur during all full-session school days.  Outdoor recess
will occur as weather permits and during outside recess, playground equipment will be
accessible to the students. Masks will not be required to be worn during outdoor recess.
The availability of portable communal equipment (eg. soccer balls, footballs, basketballs) will be
determined according to CDC and NJDOH guidance. Social distancing practices will be
encouraged during outdoor and indoor recess.
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VI. Field Trips
The Township of Franklin will base the determination of hosting field trips upon CDC and
NJDOH guidance at the time period of the field trips.

VII. After School Activities
The district will resume after school activities for the 2021-22 school year.

VIII. Visitors
Visitor access to the school buildings will be limited and determined based on the need for the
visit combined with the current COVID-19 transmission rates. All visitors will be required to
wear masks when in the school buildings.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Any questions regarding the reopening of the schools for the fall of 2021 can be directed to the
respective building principal or supervisor, or send an email to:

reopening@franklintwpschools.org
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Appendix A

TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Mask Exemption Request Form

2021-2022 School Year
Information and Instruction

On August 6, 2021, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order 251, which states that all students,
educators, staff, and visitors will be required to wear face masks inside of school buildings, regardless
of vaccination status, for the start of the 2021-2022 academic year. Exceptions to this mask requirement,
pertinent to the Township of Franklin Public Schools setting, include:

1. When wearing a face covering would inhibit the individual’s health, such as when the individual
is exposed to extreme heat indoors

2. When the individual has trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to
remove a face covering without assistance

3. When a student’s documented medical condition or disability precludes use of a face covering
4. When an individual is engaged in an activity that cannot be performed while wearing a face

covering, such as eating and drinking or playing an instrument that would be obstructed by the
face covering

5. When the individual is engaged in high-intensity aerobic or anaerobic activity

As part of Executive Order 251, parents have the right to seek a medical exemption to the masking
mandate. In order to request medical exemption, parents must complete the attached Mask Exemption
Request Form and provide medical documentation from the student’s local health care provider
indicating that a mask exemption is medically warranted. All required information (Mask Exemption
Form and all pertinent medical documentation from healthcare provider) must be provided to your
child's principal. Once all information is provided, parents will be notified as to the status of the
verification of medical need and approval as soon as possible. No student is considered exempt from the
mask mandate as described in EO 251, until the parent has been notified of verification and approval.
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TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Mask Exemption Request Form

2021-2022 School Year
(Request is not complete without signature

and pertinent medical documentation attached)

Student Information:

Student Name:_________________________________________________________________

Student Date of Birth: _________ Student age: __________ Grade (2021-2022): __________

Guardian Contact Information:

Name(s):______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone Number:________________________________________________________

Ordering Physician Information:

Name(s):______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:________________________________________________________

*By signing the mask exemption form accompanied with the proper medical documentation, your child will not

be required to wear a mask, however, would be subject to the quarantine timeline described in the NJDOH

COVID-19 Exclusion Chart, if deemed a close contact.

___________________________________ ____________________

Parent Signature Date
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